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AMERICAN GOVERNMENT SYLLABUS 

PSC 100 Section 002 

TTh 9:40 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Social Science #353 

Professor: Jeff Greene, Ph.D. Office: LA 356 
Telephone: 243-6181 Office Hours: TBA 
Primary Text: American Government (Fifth Edition), by James Q. Wilson. 
Secondary Text: 	Perspectives on American Government: A Comprehensive Reader 
by William Lasser. 
Course Description 
PSC 100 is intended to introduce students to the fundamentals of 
American National Government. The course includes an examination of basic 
American political principles and practices, the Constitution, major
institutions, and a wide assortment of public policies. 
Grade Weights: 	 Mid-Term Exam ............. 50% 

Final Exam ................ 50% 

EXAMS: The mid-term and final exams will be objective tests (e.g.
true/false, multiple choice). The mid-term exam will be given on Thursday,
October 27. The final exam will be given during the scheduled time during 
exam week (Thursday, December 15). The mid-term exam will be comprised of 
100 questions; the final will contain 150 questions. The final exam will 
not be cumulative. 
COURSE OUTLINE and READINGS 
The Founding and The Constitution 
Wilson: Chapters 1,2, +The Constitution &Federalist 10 
Lasser: Roche, "The Founding Fathers: A Reform Caucus in Action", pp. 
50-59. 
Federalism 
Wilson: Chapter 3 
Lasser: Storing, "What the Antifederal ists Were For", pp. 76-81. 
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<. Political Culture, Public Opinion, and Participation 
Wilson: 	 Chapters 4,5,6 
Lasser: 	White, "The New Politics of Old Values", pp. 135-146; Key,
"Public Opinion and American Democracy", pp. 146-151; Almond 
and Verba, "The Civic Culture", 191-195. 
Political Parties, Campaigns, and Elections 
Wilson: 	 Chapters 7,8 
Lasser: 	Key, "The Nature and Function of Political Parties", pp. 215­
218; Conway, "PACs in the Political Process", pp. 260-269; 
Rourke and Tierney, "Changing Patterns of Presidential 
Politics, 1960 and 1988", pp. 249-258. 
Interest Groups 
Wilson: 	 Chapter 9 
Lasser: 	Smith, "Old-Breed Lobbying, New-Breed Lobbying", pp. 314-320; 
Schattschneider, "The Scope and Bias of the Pressure System", 
pp •. 292-298; Cigler and Loomis, " The Changing Nature of 
Interest Group Politics", pp. 299-314. 
The Media 
Wilson: 	 Chapter 10 
Lasser: Adatto, "The Incredible Shrinking of the Sound Bite", 
pp. 339-343. 
Congress 
Wilson: 	 Chapter 11 
Lasser: 	 Fisher, "Congress as Administrator", pp. 376-383; FILM: The 
Power Game. 
The Presidency 
Wilson: 	 Chapter 12 
Lasser: Neustadt, "Presidential Power", pp. 444-445; Smith, "The 
Coalition Game", pp. 445-450; Rose, "The Future of the 
Postmodern Presidency", pp. 437-443. FILM: The Power Game. 
The Bureaucracy 
Wilson: 	 Chapter 13 
Lasser: 	Wilson, "Bureaucracy: What Government Agencies Do and Why They
Oo It"; pp. 486-497; Weber, "Bureaucracy". FILM: The Power 
Game. 
The Judiciary 
Wilson: 	 Chapter 14 
La._sser: 	 Horowitz, "The Courts and Social Policy", pp. 525-532. 
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MID-TERM EXAM Thursday, October 27 
~ivil Liberties and Civil Rights 
Wilson: Chapters 18,19 
Lasser: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights Sections, pp. 619-667. 
Pubic Pol icy 
Wilson: Chapters 15,16,17,20,21,22 
Special attention and focus will be given to a broad range of domestic 
and international issues. The issues will include: business regulation, 
economic policy, the welfare system, crime, education, environmental 
policy, and foreign policy. 
Who Governs? 
Wilson: Chapters 23, 24 
FINAL EXAM Thursday, December 15 (10:10 a.m. in SS #353) 
Special Dates 
October 25 (Tue) .... Review Session 

October 27 (Thur) .... Mid-Term 

November 03 (Thur) ... No Class (SPSA Conference)

November 24 (Thur) ... No Class {Thanksgiving)

December 08 (Tue) ... Review Session 

December 15 (Thur) ... Final Exam 
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